
THERMAE ROMAE 

Manga by Mari Yamazaki 

A bizarre historical fantasy manga 

by Mari Yamazaki, Thermae Romae 

attempts to draw similarities  

between the public bath cultures of 

modern Japan and ancient Roman 

Empire. After being fired for his 

outdated bathhouse designs, the 

Roman architect, Lucius, gets 

sucked under water while relaxing 

in a bathhouse. When he finally 

emerges, he finds himself in a 

Japanese bathhouse in the future. 

Believing himself to be in a faraway 

province of the Roman empire, he 

becomes fascinated by the strange 

new bathhouse customs of these, 

what he calls, “flat-faced barbari-

ans”.  

When reading Thermae Romae, you 

have to somewhat suspend your 

belief at Lucius’s over-the-top 

reactions to seeing a modern Japa-

nese bathhouse and how what he 

sees in turn magically helps him 

solve the challenges back home. But 

it is precisely this ridiculousness 

that makes this manga a hilarious 

light-read, especially if you enjoy 

soaking in a warm bath on a cold 

wintery day. As a bonus, Yamazaki 

gives historical context at the end of 

each story, making Thermae Romae 

both informative and fun to read if 

you are interested in learning about 

Roman and Japanese bathhouses. 
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