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A True Novel

Mizumura, Minae

A True Novel begins in New York in the 1960s, where we meet Taro, a relentlessly ambitious Japanese
immigrant trying to make his fortune. Flashbacks and multilayered stories reveal his life: an
impoverished upbringing as an orphan, his eventual rise to wealth and success—despite racial and class
prejudice—and an obsession with a girl from an affluent family that has haunted him all his life. A True
Novel then widens into an examination of Japan’s westernization and the emergence of a middle class.
The winner of Japan’s prestigious Yomiuri Literature Prize, Mizumura has written a beautiful novel,
with love at its core, that reveals, above all, the power of storytelling.

Blue Flag

KAITO

For some reason, Taichi Ichinose just can't stand Futaba Kuze. But at the start of his third year in high
school, he finds himself in the same homeroom as her, along with his childhood friend Toma Mita, a
star athlete. But one day, Futaba opens up to Taichi and admits she has a crush on Toma. She then asks
for his help in confessing to him! There's just one problem—Toma seems to already have a secret crush
on someone else....

Lonely Castle in the Mirror

Tsujimura, Mizuki

In a tranquil neighborhood of Tokyo seven students are avoiding going to school - hiding in their
darkened bedrooms, unable to face their family and friends - until the moment they find the mirrors in
their bedrooms are shining.
At a single touch, they are pulled from their lonely lives into to a wondrous castle straight out of a
Grimm's fairy tale. This whimsical place, oddly lacking in food and running water but full of electrical
sockets, is home to a petulant girl in a mask, named Wolf Queen and becomes their playground and
refuge during school hours. Hidden within the walls they're told is a key that will grant one wish, and a
set of clues with which to find it. But there's a catch: the key must be found by the end of the school
year and they must leave the premises by five o'clock each day or else suffer a fatal end.
As time passes, a devastating truth emerges: only those brave enough to share their stories will be
saved. And so they begin to unlock each other's stories: how a boy is showered with more gadgets than
love; how another suffers a painful and unexplained rejection and how a girl lives in fear of her
predatory stepfather. As they struggle to abide by the rules of the game, a moving story unfolds, of
seven characters trapped in a cycle of misunderstanding and loneliness, who are ultimately set free by
the power of friendship, empathy, and sacrifice.
Exploring vivid human stories with a twisty and puzzle-like plot, this heart-warming novel is full of joy
and hope for anyone touched by sadness and vulnerability. At the heart of this tender, playful tale is a
powerful message about the importance of reaching out which shows how with one kind act you can
change your life for the better, and more importantly, you can change the lives of others.
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My Annihilation

Nakamura, Fuminori

What transforms a person into a killer? Can it be something as small as a suggestion?
Turn this page, and you may forfeit your entire life.
With My Annihilation, Fuminori Nakamura, master of literary noir, has constructed a puzzle box of a
narrative in the form of a confessional diary that implicates its reader in a heinous crime.
Delving relentlessly into the darkest corners of human consciousness, My Annihilation interrogates the
unspeakable thoughts all humans share that can be monstrous when brought to life, revealing with
disturbing honesty the psychological motives of a killer.

Salvation of a Saint

Higashino, Keigo

Yoshitaka, who was about to leave his marriage and his wife, is poisoned by arsenic-laced coffee and
dies. His wife, Ayane, is the logical suspect―except that she was hundreds of miles away when he was
murdered. The lead detective, Tokyo Police Detective Kusanagi, is immediately smitten with her and
refuses to believe that she could have had anything to do with the crime. His assistant, Kaoru Utsumi,
however, is convinced Ayane is guilty. While Utsumi's instincts tell her one thing, the facts of the case
are another matter. So she does what her boss has done for years when stymied―she calls upon
Professor Manabu Yukawa.
But even the brilliant mind of Dr. Yukawa has trouble with this one, and he must somehow find a way
to solve an impossible murder and capture a very real, very deadly murderer.
Salvation of a Saint is Keigo Higashino at his mind-bending best, pitting emotion against fact in a
beautifully plotted crime novel filled with twists and reverses that will astonish and surprise even the
most attentive and jaded of readers.

Temple Alley Summer

Kashiwaba, Sachiko

From renowned Japanese children's author Sachiko Kashiwaba, Temple Alley Summer is a fantastical
and mysterious adventure filled with the living dead, a magical pearl, and a suspiciously nosy black cat
named Kiriko featuring beautiful illustrations from Miho Satake.
Kazu knows something odd is going on when he sees a girl in a white kimono sneak out of his house in
the middle of the night—was he dreaming? Did he see a ghost? Things get even stranger when he
shows up to school the next day to see the very same figure sitting in his classroom. No one else thinks
it's weird, and, even though Kazu doesn't remember ever seeing her before, they all seem convinced
that the ghost-girl Akari has been their friend for years!
When Kazu's summer project to learn about Kimyo Temple draws the meddling attention of his
mysterious neighbor Ms. Minakami and his secretive new classmate Akari, Kazu soon learns that not
everything is as it seems in his hometown. Kazu discovers that Kimyo Temple is linked to a long
forgotten legend about bringing the dead to life, which could explain Akari's sudden appearance—is
she a zombie or a ghost? Kazu and Akari join forces to find and protect the source of the temple's
power. An unfinished story in a magazine from Akari's youth might just hold the key to keeping Akari in
the world of the living, and it's up to them to find the story's ending and solve the mystery as the adults
around them conspire to stop them from finding the truth.
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The Cat Who Saved Books

Natsukawa, Sosuke

Bookish high school student Rintaro Natsuki is about to close the secondhand bookstore he inherited
from his beloved bookworm grandfather. Then, a talking cat appears with an unusual request. The
feline asks for—or rather, demands—the teenager's help in saving books with him. The world is full of
lonely books left unread and unloved, and the cat and Rintaro must liberate them from their neglectful
owners.
Their mission sends this odd couple on an amazing journey, where they enter different mazes to set
books free. Through their travels, the cat and Rintaro meet a man who leaves his books to perish on a
bookshelf, an unwitting book torturer who cuts the pages of books into snippets to help people speed
read, and a publishing drone who only wants to create bestsellers. Their adventures culminate in one
final, unforgettable challenge—the last maze that awaits leads Rintaro down a realm only the bravest
dare enter . . .

The Decagon House Murders

Ayatsuji, Yukito

Students from a university mystery club decide to visit an island which was the site of a grisly multiple
murder the year before. Predictably, they get picked off one by one by an unseen murderer. Is there a
madman on the loose? What connection is there to the earlier murders? The answer is a bombshell
revelation which few readers will see coming. The Decagon House Murders is a milestone in the history
of detective fiction. Published in 1987, it is credited with launching the shinhonkaku movement which
restored Golden Age style plotting and fair-play clues to the Japanese mystery scene, which had been
dominated by the social school of mystery for several decades. It is also said to have influenced the
development of the wildly popular anime movement.

The Language Inside

Thompson, Holly

A nuanced novel in verse that explores identit, friendship, love, loss, and home in a multicultural world.
For Emma Karas, Japan is home. It is where she has lived almost her entire life. But when her mother
falls ill, Emma’s family moves in with her grandmother, back in Massachusetts. Emma is desperately
homesick. She feels out of place in the U.S. and starts to get painful migraines. Then Emma begins
volunteering at a long-term care center, helping a patient, Zena, write down her poems. There, Emma
meets Samnang, a cute boy from her high school. As the weeks pass, Emma and Samnang grow close.
But when Emma is given the choice, will she stay in Massachusetts, or return home to Japan?

The Memory Police

Ogawa, Yoko

On an unnamed island, objects are disappearing: first hats, then ribbons, birds, roses.... Most of the
inhabitants are oblivious to these changes, while those few able to recall the lost objects live in fear of
the draconian Memory Police, who are committed to ensuring that what has disappeared remains
forgotten. When a young writer discovers that her editor is in danger, she concocts a plan to hide him
beneath her f loorboards, and together they cling to her writing as the last way of preserving the past.
Powerful and provocative, The Memory Police is a stunning novel about the trauma of loss.

Water, Wood, and Wild Things

Kirshner, Hannah

Taking readers deep into evergreen forests, terraced rice fields, and smoke-filled workshops, Kirshner
captures the centuries-old traditions still alive in Yamanaka. Water, Wood, and Wild Things invites
readers to see what goes into making a fine bowl, a cup of tea, or a harvest of rice and introduces the
masters who dedicate their lives to this work. Part travelogue, part meditation on the meaning of work,
and full of her own beautiful drawings and recipes, Kirshner's refreshing book is an ode to a place and
its people, as well as a profound examination of what it means to sustain traditions and find purpose in
cultivation and craft.

*Book descriptions from OverDrive and Amazon.ca
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